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Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be  merciful like the heavenly Father, and have 
told us that whoever sees you sees Him. Show us your face and we will be saved.

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being  enslaved by money; the 
adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; made Peter 

weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the  Samaritan 
woman: “If you knew the gift of God!”

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests his power above 
all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord 

risen and glorified.

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness in order that they may 
feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let everyone who approaches them feel 

sought after, loved, and forgiven by God.

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so that the Jubilee of 
Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, 
may bring good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and 

restore sight to the blind.  

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, you who live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.  Amen.

BASILICA OF SAINT PETER, ROME  VICO CONSORTI, 1950
3. Peter weeping after he had just denied our Lord three times outside the home of 
Caiphas the High Priest on Holy Thursday evening:  “The Lord turned and looked at 

Peter” (“Conversus Dominus respexit Petram”).

4. The crucifixion, with our Lord between the two thieves, and saying to the “good 
thief,” “Today you will be with me in paradise” (“Hodie mecum eris in paradiso”).

HOLY DOOR OR “DOOR OF GREAT PARDON” 
1. The penitent woman washing the feet of Jesus in the home of Simon the Pharisee:  

“Her many sins are forgiven her” (“Remittuntur ei peccata multa”).

2. St. Peter asking our Lord how many times must a person forgive and our Lord 
replying,  “Seventy times seven” (“Septuagies septies”). 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for Jubilee Year of Mercy



The Jubilee Year

On April 11, 2015, Divine Mercy Sunday, Pope Francis issued Misericordiae 
Vultus, Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, to highlight the 
Catholic Church’s “mission to be a witness of mercy.”

The Jubilee Year of Mercy will begin December 8, 2015, with the
opening of the holy door at the Basilica of St. Peter in Rome, and continue 
until the closing of the Jubilee Year on November 20, 2016.

Signs of the Jubilee

Throughout the Church’s history, Jubilee Years have been enriched by three 
signs which attest to the mercy of God, the redemption by Christ, and which 
foster the faith and devotion of the Christian people. 

These signs are: 

I. Pilgrimage, II. The Holy Door, III. Jubilee Indulgence

Jubilee Year of Mercy I. Pilgrimage II. The Holy Door III. Jubilee Indulgence
In the Jubilee Year, the experience of pilgrimage becomes a tangible sign of the 
choice of an individual to journey toward Christ, through sacrifice, penance, and 
prayer.

In the course of the Jubilee Year, the faithful are invited to make prayerful 
pilgrimages to one or more local churches that have been designated by 
Archbishop Robert Carlson.  

Your pilgrimage visits should include: 

• Participation in Holy Mass or another liturgical service such as Morning or 
Evening Prayer or acts of piety such as the Stations of the Cross, praying the 
Rosary, or visits to the Blessed Sacrament • Spending time in prayerful meditation 
• Concluding your visit with prayer for the Holy Father: the Our Father, the 
Apostles’ Creed or the Profession of Faith from Mass, and a prayer to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

One Plenary Indulgence may be gained daily by visiting designated pilgrimage sites.  
For the full list of conditions to receive the Jubilee Plenary Indulgence, visit archstl.org/mercy

Why Are the Doors Sealed?
One of the traditions for a Jubilee Year is the ceremonial opening of the
Holy Door in each of the four great basilicas in Rome.

The opening, passing through, and sealing of the Holy Door at the end of the 
Jubilee Year have become significant elements in the Church’s Jubilee Year 
celebrations.

Most Catholics will be unable to make a pilgrimage to Rome during this
Jubilee Year; however, you can make a pilgrimage at the Cathedral Basilica of 
Saint Louis or at another local pilgrimage site.

The center narthex doors of the Cathedral Basilica were sealed on
September 8, 2015, the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, to remind the faithful 
to prepare their hearts for the Jubilee Year of Mercy which begins on December 8, 
2015, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.

The doors will be opened again on December 13, 2015.

What is an Indulgence? From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
“An indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal punishment due to 
sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is 
duly disposed gains under certain prescribed conditions through the action of 
the Church which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses and applies with 
authority the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the saints. An indulgence 
is partial or plenary according as it removes either part or all of the temporal 
punishment due to sin. Indulgences may be applied to the living or the dead.” 
(CCC #1471) 

What are the “Prescribed Conditions” for Receiving an Indulgence? 
In addition to the acts of charity, penance, and pilgrimage that are particular 
to the Jubilee Indulgence, the Church prescribes three “usual” conditions: • 
Sacramental Confession • Reception of Holy Communion • Prayer for the Pope’s 
intentions. 

The Jubilee Indulgence is a plenary indulgence. The plenary indulgence can 
be applied once a day in suffrage for one’s self or for the souls of the deceased. 
The Church’s usual conditions for gaining an indulgence apply in connection 
with the Jubilee Indulgence.

PILGRIMAGE SITES IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS | BASILICA OF SAINT LOUIS, KING OF FRANCE (OLD CATHEDRAL) 209 Walnut Street St. Louis, MO 63102 • CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF SAINT LOUIS 4431 Lindell Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63108 • NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 1805 West Saint Joseph Street, Perryville, MO 63775 • CHAPELS OF CONTEMPLATIVE ORDERS: THE CARMEL OF ST. JOSEPH 9150 
Clayton Road, St. Louis MO 63124, CONTEMPLATIVE SISTERS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, 7654 Natural Bridge Road, St. Louis, MO 63121, HOLY SPIRIT ADORATION SISTERS, MOUNT GRACE CONVENT 1438 East Warne Avenue, St. Louis MO 63107, PASSIONIST NUNS MONASTERY 15700 Clayton Road, Ellisville MO 63011, MONASTERY OF ST. CLARE 200 Marycrest Drive, St. Louis MO 63129, REDEMPTORISTINE NUNS 200 Liguori, Liguori MO 63057


